EHOCRATSLOOK FOR ANISSUE

IN

THEY ARE ALSO GREATLY
NEED OF A LEADER.

Undeclded as to Whether They See Thelr
Moses In Dewey, Schiey or Gen. Miles
Hopelessly at Sea as to the Issue
Nothing In Sight Now Except Schiey.

WaSHINGTON, Dec. 22--Ever since the
elections of 1000, when Williain J. Bryan
was for the second time defeated for the
Presidency, the Democratic party in Con-
gress has been looking for an issuo for
1004. In addition to an issue, they want a
leader. They are totally at sea with re-
gard to the issue, but as to a leader they
think they see him loaming up out of the
amoke surrounding the Schley-Sampson
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LETTERS TO SANTA CLAUS.

20,000 Reach the Dead Letter OfMoee Each
Year—Christmas Presents, Too.

WasniNgTON, Deec. 22.- Capt. David P.
Leibhart, surerintendent of the dead letter
office of the Post Office Department, is the
recognized Santa Claus of the postal service,
and to him thousands of letters are now
bLeing sent by the children of the country

at home and in the colonies, expressing

their wishen for Christmas gifts, Capt
leibhart receives cach Christmas alout
20,000 letters. They come frowm slmost

every town and county in the United States
They are not intended for him perscnally,
but find their way to office because
they carnot be delivered by postmen
All these letters are, as a rule, add
to Santa Claus, North Pole or the Arctic

his

et

| Regions, and are written by children and

controversy, which officially came to such |

a dramatic ending vesterday. Whether
this leader to come to the front as the Demo-
cratic Moses will be Admiral George Dewey,
who thought he saw his opportunity and

took advantage of it in signing the report |

of the Court of Inquiry that condemned
schley, or whether it will be Gen. Nelson
A. Miles, the perennial candidate, who
flung his gauntlet into the ring the day
after Dewey did, and with such disastrous
results to himself, or whether it will be
Admiral Schley, who at present is the can-
didate only of Gen. Felix Agnus, the Balti-
more Republican, and Senator Jim Jones
of Arkansas, chairman of the Democratic
National Committee, or whether it will
be some man who shall rise out of the wreck
of these three aspiring military herocs,
is not vet entirely clear. The situation
i one that depends altogether upon cir-
cumstances

As regards an issue the Democrats are
at present hopeleasly at sea, the only thing
in sight being Schley, and according to
present indications that name will be any-
thing but a talisman for political success.
The Democrats in Congress are desper-
ately seeking for some plank to float ashore
on, and the Republican leaders are just
as determined not to give them any ma-
terial out of which to construct a life-saving
raft. During the past ten days the Senate
leaders have been in frequent consultation
with Speaker Henderson and his lieutenants
on the floor of the House for the purpose of
having an agreement in a general way as
to what matters of legislation shall be
discussed and disposed of at the present
seasion, which will end just before the
opening of the Congreses campaign of 1802.
The tmportance of continuing the Republi-
can control of the Lower House is not so
great as it would be if the Democrats had
a chanoe of carrying the Senate, but it {s
great enough to induce the leaders to put
forth every effort to save it, and this they
are determined to do.

No definite programme has resulted
from the conference of the leaders of the
two houses, but there is a general under-
standing that nothing but the necessary
or most important legislation upon which
there ia general agreement shall be put
to the front.
authorized to appoint a steering committee
for the Senate, and after the holiday recess
they will confer from time to time with
the House leaders with a view to harmonious
joint action. One point of the programme
has already been agreed upon. This is
that economy shall be the watchword
and the bills appropriating money out of
the public treasury kept down to the small-
et number and the lowest amounts pos-
«ble. The River and Harbor bill will be
small, and probably the gigantic scheme
of drawing on the Treasu or a limitless
amount of money for the irrigation of the
arid lands of the West will be knocked in
the head. It has already received a hard
blow from the opposition that is being
manifestad in the agricultural States,
whose representatives are urgin upon
Congress the injustice of giving Govern-
ment aid for the cultivation of one section
of the country at_the expense of all nn;
Cana

other sections w  Nicaraguan

Construetion  bill will undoubtedly pass
and perhaps a Ship Subsidy bill, as the
measure introduced at this session Is sald
to ocontain amendments which make it
more or less acceptable to the I(r} ublicans
in both houses who were not iwvourable

to last yoear's LIl After all these measures
are disposed of, it will be decided whether
to frame and pass a bill for the reduetion
f the war revenue taxes: the only question
being whether there will be any surplus

Jeft to dispose of . If thepe shall bea d
soine surplus, the tax reduction bl will
b passed, if not, the internal rever e law
will bhe left as it I8
The omly ctance the Democrats see ln
this programiwe i mt Shiy ~‘.|,~|,£\v il
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har diong ped i their effort by the fact that
somme of Lhe hest jom i Tledy oW qairty
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Senator Alllson has been |

| begin to arrive

mailed by them or their parents Lefore
Christmas begins. The postmasters where
these letters are received stamp on them
“address unknown,” and forward them to
the Dead Letter Office, where the super-
intendent holds them for a reasonsable
time, as the law requires, and then orders
them destroyed. he letters to Santa
Claus receive the same tcatment fron
the postal authorities that those addressed
Lo other persons whore names and |laces
of residence cannot be located by postmen
Once every vear there (s a big fire of these
letters, and thousands sent by voung people
to Santa Claus are reduced to wrhies

Last yvear the lotters reaching the Dead
Letter Office nddressed to Santa Claus
numbered 20,000, and this year the super-
intendent expects that this record will bo
equallad. It is from this sowrce, Capt
Leibhart says, that more letters reach his
office than from all others combined. The
number of letters misdirected and with ad
dresses that cannot be deciphered are loss
each year than the number addressed to
Santa Claus at the North Pole. Just at
tho present time an immense number of
packages are also reaching the Doad Letter
Office containing Christmas presents seut
to foreign countries by people in the United
States, but naver delivered, for lack withe
postage or faulty direction
Many of these packages indicato that thoe
senders think presents may besent through
the mails to any foreign country for the
same postage that would bo required o
send them within the United States, The
packages now reaching the Dead Letter
Office were mailed within the last two or
three weeks to foreign countries, and are
Just turning up and later will bo anctioned
off in the annual dead letter sale,

About Christmas time the packages con-
taining Christmas gifts which find their
way to the Post Office Department hero
Fruit cake is a favorite

ift, apparently, and a muuber of packages

ave already reached the Dead leotter
Office for want of postage. The presents
oonalst of every conceivable thing, and are
usually held at the Department till
followin
Jetter sale is held in Washington

STATEHOOD FOR OKIAHOMA.

A Delegation Urges Unlon With Indian
Territory —The Latter Protests.

WasaiNaTON, Dec. 22.--A strong effort
{8 to be made at this session of Congress
to secure Statehood for Oklahoma. Two
delegations are in the city on this subject,
one urging that Oklahoma and Indian
Territory be united to form one State, and
the other protesting that Indian Territory
is not yet ready for Statehiood, and when
it is it will want Stateliood in 118 own right.
The latter delegation argues that Indian
Territory I8 too poor at present bear

to

| the expenses of even a Territorial form of

overnment, but that when the Indian
ands are divided and the surplus sold and
sottled up the Territory will have sufficlent
yopulation to entitle it to Statchood and
t-e able tp support a State governmenut
They say the people of Oklanoma want
the Indian Territory incorporated into the
proposed new State simply to help support

| the State government.

Timber Resources of the Philippines.

WastiNaToN, Doc. 22 —Capt. George P.
Ahern of the Ninth Infantry and in ocharge
of the Bureau of Forestry at Manila has
just given in a brief report some idea of

the wooded resources «f the Philippine
Islands. Capt. Ahern  estimates af‘er a
close survey of the territory, that ‘therve are
from 20 0000 000 to 40,000 (0 0 acres of b \
timbered land in the ! and 0w
the tiees muany specimens 150 feer )ig
Fhere are among ! 0
that can he utilized for ng, fire |
| producing, tanbarl o,
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A FAMILY FOUND STARVING.

' DYING MOTHERGAVETHE BREAD

CHILDREN.
Death VMeseals the  Pitifal Condls
tion of the Fluekiger Family In Wil

10 HER

Her

Hamsburg —The Father Dazed and
the Five Children Half  Famished.
Mrs. Rosa Iluckiger, aged 39, the wife

of Frederick Fluckiger, a tinsmith of 7
Belgel street, Willlwm-burg, died early
vesterday moraing under circumstances
which eaused Coroner Williams to order
Coroner's Physician Wuest to make an
invest.gation

Dr. Wuest went to Fluckiger's home,
consisting of three wretchedly furnished

thoe roar of a second floor, and
']l.’!‘, Mis

v Gua to consumption,

rooms in

discoverad while

she had

death wi
really ¢ .
In the kitchen wero the dead woman's
five stall ehildren, their emaciated faces
showing that they had been without proper
nourishment wkiger sat in a corner
gazing at the floor.  When Dr. Wuest spoke,
Fluckiger simply stared at him and then
pointad 1o his ehildren
*They need food,” he sald
no food, fire or fuel in the
Wuast, ofter a hasty glance

tarved

1

There was
rooms, and Dr

at the childron, whose ages ranged from 6 |

to 14 va
anxi He
his treatmont
from the y n

1P, saw that
went after stimulants and began
of the unfortunate family,

BRONX GAMBLERS FINED.

84 Caught In & Rald by Sheehan Have to
Pay 810 Each, to Thelr Great Surprise.
Capt. Sheehan of the Alexander avenue
station, raided an alleged gambling resort
on the second floor of 2585 Third avenue
early yesterday morning and arrested
thirty-four men, including the alleged pro-
prietor, Charles Dudley of 835 Fast 135th

| street, besides seizing a quantity of gam-

Fluckiger's |

| in their faces

they noeeded medieal |

bling paraphernalia. The place was opened
about two weeks ago, ostensibly as a pool
and billierd parlor, and was much frequented
by youths. Attention was attracted to it
by the rush of business it enjoyed at hours
when most residents of The Bronx were
at home in bad.

Capt. Sheehan and Detectives Maher,
Courtney and Mallon waited outside the
place vesterday morning until they saw
a man go in. They followed him to the
door, then saw a slide pulled back and heard
the password, but when they attempted
to follow the man the door was slammed
They broke in and found
the room crowded with men and boys.
At a pool table, which was so constructed
that the pressure of a spring would let
down the sides, a brisk crap game was in
‘irﬂ (a L TN

Tfu-n- was a seramble to doors and win-
dows and many of the players succeeded
in escaping. Most of them, however,
quietly submitted to arrest. The police
soized two poker tables, seventy-five packs
of cards, many poker chips, a red and black
lavont, and a cheap roulette table

In the Morrisania police court Magistrate
Mayo surprised the players by fining each

| of them $10 on charges of disorderly con-

Fluckiger Dr. Wueet that he and
his ehiliren had bLeen withont food for
two davs Dr. Waost next went after food
When he questioned Fluekiger the latter
said

I was formeriv emploved in the tin
factory of the Natlonal Faamelling and
Stamping Company, which was bhurned
down on the morning of Thankegiving
Day. Previons to the fire myv work had |
not been stead Iv wife was ili and |
nearly all my money went for a doctor
and medicine, T fira Jeft me without
emplovment and 1 vainly tried to find
ancther joh.  la order to help along the

family mv oldecr gir! seeurcd a little work
and managed to earn 83, But that was
“o0n spent With no money [ could no

| longer callea doctor or get medicine, and

the |
autumn, when the annual dead |
| After 1
| of the family Dr

early this morning my wife died

“last week I worked for two days for
the Industrial Charitie and what little
I got from them 1 brought home and gave
to my wife and children. My wife knew
then that she was dying and she told me
to give the hread to the children. I have
no money to bury my wife and don't know
what 1 will ddo.”

When Dr. Wuest suggested that the
children be gent to an orphans' home tem-
porarily the five little ones cred in chorus
and begeed their father not to leave them,
king aftor the temporary wants
West informed Fluekivger

| that he would notify the Charities Depart-

J
|
!

ment,

| SAVED TO BUY CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Saloonkeeper's Patrons Who Have Been
Consistent Feconomlisis for a Year.
Reveral families on the upper East Side

| of town will have to thank Samuel Wenck,

who keeps a galoon in Fast Fighty-eighth
street for a Merry Cliristmnas  this year
If it hadn't been for wenck about fifty of
his patrons migh' not have heen able to
buy Christmas presents this vear

Wenck's saloon known as the “Last

1=

Stop.” It is the last saloon in the street,
One vight about Christinas Inst vear many
f his patrons woere bemoaning the fact
that they were so short of funds= that they

would not be able to rememt

tives and friends as they would like to do,

Wenck, inspired by an idea, suggested

that another Chrismas need not find (hem

g0 poverty stricken if each would put away

25 conts a weok and oflered to act as treas-
: .

urer himself, with the understanding that
the gavings shouid not be turned over until
the fi ving Christuias evening
s as the beginning of the “Last
SO Savings Soclety By -lnws were drawn
Hp ar Orgat tion made, the shores
i which were placed at 25 conts each It
} W1 i . U nomen ber lapse
payv fir 1Inte nsecutive
A | sould forfeit a e had paid
¢ mt | | ind g rata among
vorepnained in untill Christmas
ot moure than A0V names
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Dudley was held in $1,000 bail for

SANTA CLAUS FOR BOER BOYS.

New Rochelle Sends Gifts to the Lads
Confined at Hermuda.

Nrw Rocuevrie, Dec. 22.-- Two hundred
boy prironers on the island of Bermuda
will ba made happy on Christmas Day
through the generosity of the children of
New Rochelle, who have sent a large con-
signment of gifts to them

The prisoners are Boer boys, ranging in
age from 11 to 18 years. Some of them were
with their fathera in bgttle, some with
their mothers at home, and others minding
cattle when they were captured by the
British. The boys are in charge of Mrs.
Albertyn, the wife of the chaplain of the
Boer prisoners. Recently Mrs. William
R. Pitt, a society woman of New Rochelle,
gtarted a movement to send them a Christ-
mas gresting. She appealed to the boys
and girls of New Rochelle to contribute
from their stock of toys and playthings

Mrs. Pitt said to-night that the response
had been munificent  She had been abla
to ship a large consignment of barrels
and hoxes fillad with such things as tools
for wood carving, books, games, drums,
horna, candies and Christmas tree orna
menta, which will be distributed by the
Rev. Mr. Albertyn, who has promised to

act as Santa Claus and see that each lad has |

his share.
Boaldea the

playthings and candies,
tLern are two barrels of

ard wood blocks

from which the youthful prisoners will
whittle toys and ornaments and make

little things to sell and pass away the time
until the war is over and they are released.

IRISH DOG POISONED.

Didn't Like Neighbors' German Dogs —8500
Reward to Find Out Who Killed It

(Charles Horan, formerly manager of minor
pugilists and sometimes known as the
champion pinoch'es player of the East Side,
fs mourning the death of a valuable Irish
setier, prn-n'h'o'l to him h_\' a brother-in-
law of “Big Jim" Kennedy, the sporting
man who runs a hotel at Hot Springs, Ark
The dog died early yesterday of poison.
Horan has offered 8500 reward for evidence
which will enable him to capture and pun-
ish the poleoner,

Horan told his friends in the Fquitable
Hotel at the Bowery and Grand street
that he is the only Irfshman in his block
in 108th near Third avenue. The
other tenante are all German, and he lays
the death of his dog at their door *Kil-
AL e Horan's dog, took a savage dis-
ke to all the other dops, and even cats,
in the block, and Horan prized him highly
I of lus prowess and boastesd that
one good Trish dog could whip twenty Gere
man dogs

*The ;")"-D. Lhave beat me out at last,” sald
Horan vesterday His friends oftered to
have the dog stuffed and placed In the
rooms of the Timothy D Sullivan  Asso-
ciation, but when Horan looked for the
body 1t hed been stolen Then he offered
the reward for evidence aud put up the
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THE REV.MR.JOHNSON DIVORCED

Wife of the Former Fire Chanlain Secures
an Absolute Decree.

Mabel Van Rensselaer Johnson has oh-
tained a decree of absolute divoree from
her husband, the Rev l# Baron
Johnson, former assistant at Grace Church
and one of the first two claplains 1o the
Fire Department. So much was admitted
yosterday by the attorney
to the suit. The proceedings were begun
by Mrs. Johnson about Oct 1 hefore Justioe
Scott of the Supreme She  was
represented by Carter & and

James

nrt
ledyard,

THE BABOON LIKED HIS NERVE.

That's What Saved the Little Monk Who

Invaded the Bigger Simian's Cage.
If the baboon is a terror and the monkey

| just a monk, and the monkey goets his free-

« for both parties |

Allen & Cammann appeared for her hus- |

band. Mr. Johnson entered a denial
all the charges brought against him
Justice Scott appointed Charles W, West
to act as referee, and his report declaring
Mrs. Johnson entitled to a decree was con-
firmed by the Justice. By order of the
latter all the testimony taken in the case
was sealed and only the decree itself was
made public. The proceedings had been
carried on with =o much secrecy, however,
although the order pranting *he di-
voree was issned about Novo 1 its existence
did not hecome generally known until now
Shortly before bringing sit for divores
Mrs. Johnson went to Hve with her mother,

Mra. Lounise Rensselaer, who s now in
Europe. The marriage of the Rev Mr, Jola
son to Mise Van Renssolaor took place in
this city on Aprii 26, 180 I'he st indi
cation of a misunderstandir g betweon them
occonurred iu the fall of 1000, arter a 11y
which they had made to Eurome and fr
which the Rev. Mr, Johinson returned alone
several months 1 adva I Lis wife
Mr Johnson was appeinted a chaplnin
the Fire Dopartment in March, 1508, avd
for some time he gave a large part of |
time and energy to has duties as syl |
the latter part of 1000 he resiy { )i#
plea of failing healt) His resignation s
wesintant rector of Girmes f {

After & brief stav o' wsaritog
Glen Springs, N Y, from whiel he retir
U this ity Tully e “y 1w ared
mysterionsly His r=latives tra "
1o Moutreal and Halitaux and o

vered that he Lad sailed 7 I
idwew i e 1 her Allats D.iue
Trnistan He was then accongparnied oy
B young woman who 1w I as |
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dom and adopts the baboon's bunk, ac-
cording to the keepers there ought to be a
fight, where the monkey'd play MeGovern
and get licked "'way out of sight.  But that's
what didn't happen; for onoa the experts

fail; baboon and monkey didn't fight, and
|

thereby hangs the tale

The Primate House, commonly
known as< the monkey house, a' the New
York Zoological Gardens, was openod to
the public vesterday. All day Saturday
there was a huastling match going on to
transfer the
ters. It was nearly finished, and Assistant
Curator Reginald L. Ditmars and his as-
sistants were thankful that their labors
were about over when a box of monkevs
arrived from a dealer. According to a
slang expression a box of monkeys is usually
a good deal of Tun.  This was no excaption

As & rule the monkeys arrive cach in a
separate compartment of the box, and the

new

attendants rpped a4 compartment  open
expecting to find only one animal in it
Before any one reahized what had hap-
pened there was a very small monkoey
lowmer in the monkey house Al hands
made a graby at himm, bul he was a lively
wpecimen Hoe dashed across the room,
nhbed up a wire netting and od
at the tog Thies bLewapieer | ed at n
with a pole and he made w i i
auroms the roaom
There he spled a cage e 4
of the two Geedndda Daatvoon s e
th Cape are lgrther apar L
a f L he ot b e, wn e 1k
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THE CZAR
ON HIS
KNEES

I'T to the dear little English-woman
who taught him how to walk and
how to pray he was always “‘Sarsha'’——
the Russian diminutive of Alexander—
and to him she was always “Kitty.”
Even when he came home from the Turk-
ish war, a successful general, he sought
her out before all others. Lifting her
up in his arms, he looked down into the
pale face that had smiled upon him
through all the loneliness of his gloomy

bovhood, and  then he passionately
kissed her,  “What do vou think of me
pow. Kitty " he eried.  “Have | satisfied

Are vou ashamed of your boy P

AGAIN

fted the frail form in his arms
{1t tenderly to the coffine
Noo hands uld touch her but his
1 he arranged flowers about ter head
white face until it

carrie

sho

1K { the still

1wt wil trars For g long time

} { there with bowed 'l?ld. and
¢ ia t of the hushed chamber

1o As 4 00k fos face that no one

those words full of mean.
T vod Jdo you wish to
] s but an extract
from ! l l Wwilig .lrmnp(‘ou
b : On The Great High-
a5 he O orar on lus knees,"
a Alcxa | I nglish
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